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FTII STRIKE: Day 50 


Today, we the students completed 50 long days of strike. We were visited by Member of 
Parliament and Vice-President of Indian National Congress Shri Rahul Gandhi. He was 
accompanied by INC leaders and renowned film actors Shri Raj Babbar, Shri Chiranjeevi, Smt. 
Khushboo and Smt. Ramya. 


They addressed the whole FTII community comprising of students, alumni, faculty and staff and 
expressed solidarity with our cause. Shri Rahul Gandhi had an interactive session with the 
students to gain clarity regarding the issue at hand. He raised concerns regarding the mediocrity 
of appointments made by the RSS and BJP in FTII as well as other esteemed institutions of our 
country like the IIT, ICHR etcetera. He also asserted that this government along with the RSS is 
trying to impose their agenda onto all cultural and academic institutions. He also added that this 
government is afraid of answering questions raised by its own people and constantly tries to 
curb any voice of dissent, which is a fundamental right in a democracy. 


When asked about the constant threats of privatization and shut down faced by FTII, Shri Rahul 
Gandhi assured the students that he will always stand by the fact that FTI] should never be 
privatized and he will stand by us if such attempts are made anytime in the future. He also 
added that responsible film students are an asset to the country as much as engineers and 
doctors. 


The other INC leaders also addressed the FTI] community after Mr. Gandhi's interaction with 
the students. They all unanimously appreciated the students’ efforts to make their voice 
registered and all of them extended their support to the striking students. 


Mr. Rahul Gandhi also watched two students’ films, Prabhat Nagari and Girni and a film 
produced by the Institute about the visit of Smt. Indira Gandhi during the convocation of the 
first batch of FTII students. He appreciated these students’ films later in the press conference 
which happened outside the Main Theatre. He also stated that what could be more nationalistic 
than students from different parts of the country making films. 


Students of FTII will be leaving for Delhi tomorrow, to gather in large numbers along with 
students of other institutions and concerned citizens in and around Delhi. With the government 
turning a deaf ear to our concerns, we hope that some noise in Delhi will make things loud and 
clear for them to take our concerns seriously. 
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